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Joint Statement from Los Alamos Director Michael
Anastasio, Lawrence Livermore Director George
Miller, and Sandia Director Tom Hunter
Los Alamos, New Mexico, April 9, 2010—The directors of the three Department of
Energy, National Nuclear Security Administration Laboratories—Dr. George Miller from
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Dr. Michael Anastasio from Los Alamos
National Laboratory, and Dr. Tom Hunter from Sandia National Laboratories—today
issued the following statement on the Nuclear Posture Review:

“A key responsibility of the three Department of Energy, National Nuclear Security
Administration Laboratories—Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Los Alamos
National Laboratory, and Sandia National Laboratories—is to provide technical
underpinnings that ensure the safety, security, and effectiveness of the United States’
nuclear deterrent. The recently released Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) provides
the Administration’s policy framework and path forward for ensuring that ‘the nation's
nuclear weapons remain safe, secure and effective.’

“We believe that the approach outlined in the NPR, which excludes further nuclear
testing and includes the consideration of the full range of life extension options
(refurbishment of existing warheads, reuse of nuclear components from different
warheads and replacement of nuclear components based on previously tested designs),
provides the necessary technical flexibility to manage the nuclear stockpile into the
future with an acceptable level of risk. We are reassured that a key component of the
NPR is the recognition of the importance of supporting ‘a modern physical infrastructure
—comprised of the national security laboratories and a complex of supporting facilities
—and a highly capable workforce with the specialized skills needed to sustain the
nuclear deterrent.’”
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